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7 Whatever mea-
sures are hecessary.
Regarding all forms of
pollution, whether wa-
ter, air, or soil, there is
a moral issue over and
above the questions of
prevention and com-
pensation for any dam-
age. A corporation may
decide that it is finan-
chally wise not to take
the more expensive
steps necessary to avoid
pollution, preferring in-
stead to pay any future
clhims. Maimonides,
however, rules that this
is forbidden. Not only
are we halakhically obli-
gatedto payforthe dam-
age we do, we are mor-
ally enjoinedagainst cre-
ating such damage.
-Meir Tamari, In the Mar-
ketplace: Jewish Business
Ethics,p. 13%
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"God makes clouds
rise from the ends
of the earth, makes
lightening for the
rain, releases the
wind from the
vaults.”

-Psalms 135:7

6 Pikuali Nefesh

91 IO YN XY
“Neither shall you stand idly by the
of your

blood
-Lev. 19:16

By this prohubition we are forbidden
to neglect to save the life of a person

we see in danger
of death and de-
struction and
whom itis in our
power to save: as
for instance if a
person is drown-
ing, and we are
good swimmers
and cansavehim;
or if a heathen
tries to kill some-
one, and we are
in a position to
thwart his inten-
tion.
-Maimonides,
Book of Command-
ments, no. 297.

2 Ground level czone forms when

neighbor.”

other pollumnts--nitrogen oxide and
volatile organic compound gasses-re-
act with sunlight  Sources for these

pollutants include motor vehicles, pow-
er plants, factories, chemical solvents,
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Clean Air Standards

Adopted by The Rabbkinical
Assembly, Apiil 1997

Whereasin the fail of 1996, the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA} released draft
revisions for national air quality
standards' underthe Clean Air
Act which are in response to
strong evidence that both
ground level ozone® and fine
pariculates® cause or exacer-
bate a number of sericus res-
piratory conditions, particular-
ly among children. the elderly.
and residents of congested

and industrial areas, leading to an estimated
premature moraiilty of over 40,000 Americans

annually*; and

Whereas there may be attempts made in Con-
gress to weaken the EPA proposals®; and the
Jewish fradition enjeins humanity to be careful
stewards of Creation for their own sake and for
the sake of all Creatures of God:; and Pikuah
Nefesh® (saving a life). the cautious protection of
human health and fife, is of paramount impor-
tance in Jewish law;

Therefore be it resolved that The Rabbinical As-
sembly call on the EPA, the Congress and Admin-
istration, in consideration of these proposed stan-
dards, to adopt whatever measures are neces-
sary’ to protectthe public from harmivl pollution.®
As all people deserve equal protection from

combustion products from various fu.
els, and consumer products. Ozone

can impair peaple's
ability to breathe
and cause shortness
of breath, chest
pain, wheezing, and
coughing. Scientific
studies indicate that
the groups at par-
ticular risk for high
ozonelevelsinclude
children at play
sutdoors, healthy
adults who exert
themselves out-
doors, people with
existing ung disease,
and urban poorand
minorities who live
in the areas of high-
estsmog concentra-
tion.

{Source: Enviren-
mental Protection
Agency).

3 Fine particu-
lates consist of the
solid particles and
liquid dropletsinthe
air.  Individually,
these particles and
droplets are invisi-
ble to the eye. Col-
lectively, however,
they can appear as
clouds or a fog-like
haze. Fine particies
result from many
different sources--
including industrial
and residential com-
bustion and vehicle
exhaust, Fine par-
ticles c¢an cause
persistent coughs,
phlegm, wheezing,
and physical discom-

1 Revisions for nation-
alair quality standards:
The tighter air quality
rules for ground level
ozone and fine particu-
lates would put dozens
of counties “out of com-
pliance” with the Clean
Air Act, especially those
arcund large cities.
These local govern-
ments would have to
take steps toreduce pol-
lution by reducing au-
tomobile usage and/or
industrial emissions, Big
businesses that would
have to reduce the most
air emissions are fund-
ing the largest ever lob-
bying effort against
these regulations.

5 Congress: Ordinari-
ly, when EP Aissuesreg-
ulations, they automat-
ically go into effect.
However, the UJ.S. Con-
gress may now strike
down any new regula-
tions under a provision
passed as part of the
Contract with America
--the Small Business
Flexibility Reform Act
0f1995. Thesenew clean
air regulations will like-
ly be the first time mem-
bers of Congress at-
tempt to use this new
oversight power.

8 Protect the public: The
Clean Air Act, passedin
1970, requires the EPA
toissuestandardsbased
solely on public health,
and to review the stan-
dards every five years
based on the latest sci-
entific evidence. The
American Lung Associ-
ation sued the EPA in
1994 for not adequately
protecting publichealth
because the review of
air pollution standards
was overdue. After re-
viewing ten years of sci-
entific research, the EPA
concluded that air at
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11 Errin favor of pro- 10 Significant uncertainty: There fort Significant respiratory and car-
tecting humanlife and  gre many threats to human life thatare  diovascular-related problems are asso-
health:Aneample:How-  noither certain nor imminent. For this  ciated with exposure to particle levels
ever werethe industry o opcon  Jewish thinkers have devised well below the existing standards -

be one which damaged
hurman health, as distinct
fram being unpleasant, no

ways of evaluating risks and deciding  including premature death, hospital ad-
upon how much prevention (or precau-  missions from respiratory causes, and

rabbinic suthority would 1107} to mandate in the face of predict-  increased respiratory symptoms. Chil-
upheld its establishment, Able or umprediciable risks. Consider  dren, the elderly, urban poor and indi-

even where society de-  the following texts:

rived an acknowledged B} N

economic benefit.... It may vm A3 md 2
well be that in those cases a;..!‘? mgeR ey,
where technological pro- 3 BY DLEPTRY)

tection of life Is not possi- bayz bRy S
ble,anindustry maynot be B3 TATNR 933
allowed to exist within a kblcl-}

halakhic system. For ex-  “Whenyou build
ample, if coal mining could anew house, you

natbe conducted without
conducte shallmakea para-
a definite high risk of black pelforyourroof,

lungdisease,ajewish econ- sothat youdonot

omy may haveto getalong A .
with an akernative source bring blood-gullt
of fuel.” on your house if
-Rabbi Meir Tamari, Inthe anyone shouid
Morketplace: Jewssh Business  fall from it.”’

Ethics, p. 141. -Deut. 22:8

The height of the
parapet cannot be less that two feet so that
[a potential] falter will not fall from it and
each piece of the parapet has to be strong
enough so that Jeaner canlean uponit and
will not fall. Anybody who puts up his
roof without a parapet has violated the
positive commandment and transgressed
a negative commandment -- “‘you shall
not spill blood.”

- Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, “Laws Re-
garding Murder and the Preservation of
Life,” chap. 11.3.

Both the roof and any other object of po-
tential danger, by which it is likely that a
person could be fatally injured, require
that the owner take action... just as the
Torah commands ustomakea fenceon the
roof. ...and 50, too, regarding any obstacle
whichcould cause mortal danger, one [not
just the owner] has a positive command-
ment toremove it...if one does not remove
it but leaves those obstacles constituting
potential danger, one transgresses a posi-
tive commandment and negates a nega-
tive commandment *Thou shall not spill
blood.”

-Ibid, chap. 114.

viduals with cardiovascular disease or

lung diseases such
L] L] as emphysema and
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regulations should protect | (Source: Environ-
those who are particularly vul- | mental Protection
nerable to poliution related ill- | Agency).
ness’ In the formulation of
these standards, sound sci- [ 4 Premature
enceshould always apply. not | mortality of over
political partisanship. If there | 60,000 Ameri-
is significant uncertainty,' or | cans: TheEnviron-
disagreement among scien- mental Protection
tific bodies, regulations should | Agency, The Har-
err in favor of protecting hy- | vard Schoot of Pub-
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Defense Council es-

Therefore beitfurtherresolved | -
timate that more
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dards,'? and increase funding
for alternative, low pollufion
energy production and mass
transit¥inordertoreducerates
of serious respiratory iliness' in
urban and other polluted ar-
eqs.

maturely each year
in the U.S. from
cardio-pulmonary
disease exacerbat-
ed by particulate air
pollution (more
than the total deaths
atrributed to breast

cancer and homi-
cides combined).

14 Reduce rates of serious respiratory iliness: Asth-
ma is how the number one childhood illness in the United
States, rising 61 percent from 1982 to 1994. Asthma
accounts for one in six of all pediatric emergency rcom
visits in the U.5. More than 5,100 Americans died from
asthma in 1993--almost twice as many as in 1979. One
hundred million days of restricted activity each year in the
LLS. are attributed to asthma. A study of 552,138 people
in 15) cities found that people in the most polluted city had
a |7 percent greater risk of death than people in the
cleanest city. (Source: Physicians for Social Responsibility and
the National Environmental Law Center.)

current levels remains
harmful to the public
health.

The EPA is considering
implementing the stan-
dards by allowing the
controversial practiceof
trading "“pollution cred-
its” whereby a compa-
ny which pollutes a lot
can “buy” the reduc-
tions credited toaclean-

er company. Though
this policy can be effec-
tive in reducing the
overall level of polls-
tioninsomeareas, there
are significant ethical is-
sues raised by the prac-
tice,

9 Protect those who are
particularly vulnera-
ble: See comments un-
der ground level ozone
and fine particulates.

Action
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12 Call on the EPA,
and the Congress, to
strengthen air stan-
dards: Thedebate over
the clean air standards
has been the most con-
tentious environmental
debate of the decade.
Industry groups and
their congressional al-
lies lunched a multi-
million dollar offensive
to kill the regulations.
Hall a dozen commit-
tees have held hearings
to study the proposed
clean air standards. Af-
ter much debate within
the Administration,
President Clinton an-
nounced his supportfor
the new standards in
June, 1997, Upon for-
mal introduction of the
standards in July, Con-
gressimmediatelyintro-
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Coaiition on the Environmaent & Jewish Life
For education, program and action materials, contact the Coalition
onthe Enviranment and jewish Life {COE]L}, 443 Park Avenue South,
Iith Floor, New York, NY 10016-7322, 212.684.6950 ext. 210,
fax 212.586.1353, coejl@aol.com, www.jtsa.edu/org/coel
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duced legislation to delay implementation of the standards for at
least five years. it is ¢ritical for the Jewish community to make its
voice heard on this issue which affects the health of millions of
Americans. Contact COEJL regarding the state of legislation: 202-
357-2800; coejlindc@aol.com.

Letters to representatives and senators should emphasize the
points made in the resolution and urge that the standards issued
by the EPA should be implemented to fulfill our moral cbligations
to protect the health of all people. Join the COEJL Legislative.
Advocacy Network to receive action alerts on this and.other.
important environmental issues. Non-U.S. citizens should urgeshe
appropriate government officials and agencies to develop and
enforce strong clean air protections.

14 Alternative, low pollution energy production and mass
transit: Numerous alternative energy sources have been devel-
oped and could be adopted with sufficient governmental and
private sector support, including solar, wind, and geothermal
power.

Combined with energy conservation measures, alternative energy
development could cut U.S. energy use by 70 percent in 40 years.

In addition to writing letters in support of strong clean air
standards, you can help protect the health of your community by:

+ Conducting an energy audit of your home, synagaogue,
and/or school. You can save money by turning off unnecessary
lights, insulating well, purchasing energy-eflicient appliances, and
installing compact fluorescent light bulbs.

+ Driving less, carpooling, walking, biking, and utilizing
mass transportation. This saves gas, reduces pollution, and cuts
down on traffic,

* Purchasing energy-efficient vehicles.

+ Recycling, especially aluminum. The production of alumi-
num requires a tremendous amount of energy. Advocate for city
and county-wide recycling programs if your area does not yet have
them.



